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  Theydon Picks Up Two Major Awards in RCCE Competition  

Theydon Bois - Class 1 Winner Essex Village of the Year 2016 
Once again our Village 
achieved success in two 
Essex County 
Competitions. Tony 
Ames and Jim Watts 
Editors of the Theydon 
Bois Village News and 
Website attended the 
Rural Community 
Council of Essex 
Community Magazine 
Awards in Coggeshall 
and picked up two 
awards for our village. 
 
They were surprised 
when it was announced 
at the magazine 
ceremony that Theydon 
Bois had been judged as 

the Class One Winner Essex Village of the Year 2016 in this county wide competition for all 
Essex Villages. This award was to have been presented at the RCCE AGM in Chelmsford, but 
unfortunately no Theydon Parish Councillor was available to attend on that evening when the 
awards were made. Tony & Jim were requested to accept this award for the village on behalf of 
the Parish Council, but were unaware it was being made hence their surprise.  
 

This is not the first time that the Village has been successful in what was previously known as 
the Best Kept Village Award, but is now in a slightly revised form with differences in the 
judging of the competition. Despite having 
been well placed in recent years we have not 
achieved the First Place in Class 1 (Larger 
Villages) since 2007.  
 
The judges praised the real sense of community 
spirit they found in Theydon and were 
impressed with how this came across in our 
Village Magazine and Website.  
 
They further praised the contributions made to 
village life and the upkeep of the village by the 
many village volunteer groups and societies 
such as the Litter Pickers, Churchyard 
Volunteers, Horticultural Society, Tree 
Wardens, PAT and Rural Preservation Society. 
All these contributions by village organizations 
added to the final score sheet that resulted in us 
gaining the first place prize. 

Tony Ames receives the Essex Village of the Year 
Award from RCCE  

Chairman Nick Charrington 

Theydon Picks Up Two Major Awards In RCCE Competitions: 
 

Theydon Bois - Class 1 Winner Essex Village of the Year 2016 
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 Theydon Picks Up Two Major Awards in RCCE Competition  

Tony Ames receives the 3rd Place Community Magazine Award. L- R Julian Reed ð Essex Life, Tony Ames,  
Nick Charrington ð RCCE Chairman, Roger Morris ð Bishop of Chelmsford. 

The Parish Council is delighted to remind you that, 
following the success of last yearôs community 
Christmas market, a similar event will take place 
this year on Friday 2nd December 2016 so now is 
the time to book a stall for this popular village event 
to ensure you get a space. 
 

The time for the market will be 6.30-9.00pm on 
Friday 2nd December 2016. Set up time will be by 
5.00pm and the Parish Council will ensure the area 
is floodlit for the evening. We will also ensure the 
road closure and diversions are in place and mar-
shalled, with help from our local police force. 
 
Please inform the Parish Clerk as soon as possible if you would like to participate in the market 
by completing and returning the tear off slip from the form available via a link on the Village 
Website or from the Parish Office. A deposit in the form of a donation of Ã15 per stall is re-
quested, with your application, to secure your space. This will be given to the nominated charity 
for the event.  
 

For further information please contact the Parish Clerk either by telephone on 01992 
813448 or e-mail parishclerk@theydon.org.uk. 

 Stall Holders - Time to Book for the Theydon Bois Christmas Market 2016  

This was not the only award Tony and Jim returned home with that evening as Village News 
achieved joint 3rd place in the RCCE Community Magazine Awards against forty other entrants 
from the County. The competition was for all Essex Community Magazines produced by volun-
teers during 2015 and three issues from the year have to be submitted for judging. Again this is 
not the first time Theydon has gained success here as we have achieved 1st place 6 times since 
2003 plus a number of runner-up prizes.  
 

Some of the plaques/certificates Theydon has gained in both competitions over the years are 
displayed on the Home Page of the Village website: www.theydon.org.uk 

Village News - Joint 3rd Place Essex Community Magazine Awards 2015 

mailto:parishclerk@theydon.org.uk
http://www.theydon.org.uk/
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Parish Council Chairmanõs Report  

 New Parish Councillor - Rob Phillips  

It seems a very short time since I was writing the last Chairman's column where I welcomed 
three new Councillors to the team. I am happy to say that since then we have been able to co-opt 
a further new member, Rob Phillips. That brings us to 10 Councillors, only one away from the 
correct number. If anyone is interested in serving on the Council, please talk to me in the first 
instance and do come along to our monthly meetings. I have not mentioned this much recently, 
but all the meetings of the council are open to the public domain and we would welcome people 
coming to see what we are doing. 
 

At our last meeting, it was upsetting to hear of a number of occasions where non-neighbourly 
behaviour had been occurring. There were glass bottles being smashed in the Playground, the 
goalposts on the Green broken, and yet again, many instances of inconsiderate parking. As a 
Parish Council, we continue to provide, maintain and enhance the CCTV provision in the village 
and will work closely with the Police over issues of damage and continue to press the NEPP 
over parking issues.  
 

By the time that this is published, I expect that the Traffic Regulations covering the Green and 
the corners of Woburn Ave will have been published and that we will be very nearly at the point 
of implementation. While this in no way addresses all the issues in Theydon Bois, it is at least 
the first real progress we have had on parking since on-street parking was removed from EFDC 
and transferred by ECC to NEPP.  
 

Elsewhere in the Village News there will be more details of the upcoming consultation on the 
Local Plan. We will be ensuring that we respond as a Parish Council, but I would urge you to 
make sure that as many as possible respond to this consultation.  
 

I expect that the first time we talk about it in any depth will be at our Full Council meeting at the 
end of October. One key point to remember is that this is a consultation and the Plan will be 
revised as a result of the responses received. If you feel strongly about any of the 
proposals, and I expect many of you will, our best course of action will be to 
provide strong evidence-based reasons why there should be changes. We have to 
recognise that with a plan covering the period up to 2033, we as a village must 
take our share of the development, but we should not be expected to do anything 
that would fundamentally change the character of Theydon Bois. 
 

I hope you all have a good summer, and I look forward to working together on 
the Local Plan and, before the next  Village News, celebrating at our Christmas 
market! 

Rob Phillips moved to Theydon Bois in 2011, where he lives with his wife 
and two daughters.  
 

He works in Mayfair as the Bunkering Manager within the shipping 
department of a large steel company and holds a Masters degree in 
International Trade and Maritime Law.  
 

He is a keen gardener, enjoys country walking and history and is 
passionate about preserving the rural character of the English countryside. 
He is looking forward to serving the village community within the Parish 
Council. 

JOHN PHILIP 
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Parish Council Details Update  
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 News from County Hall  

Councillor  Jon Whitehouse 
County member for Epping & Theydon Bois 

Telephone  01992 561875  

Email: jon@jonwhitehouse.org.uk  

Waste and recycling centres 
I am concerned about changes the county council plans to introduce to our local waste and 
recycling centres. From 31st October 2016, neither of the recycling centres in Epping Forest 
district will accept DIY waste (i.e. soil, hardcore, plasterboard, heavy ceramics such as toilets 
and sinks), dismantled fitted bathrooms and kitchens). They also wonôt accept any form of waste 
or recycling delivered in vans or other commercial-type vehicles. 
 

This means residents who look after their own DIY or only have access to a van will need to 
travel to the other side of Harlow or alternatively Mountnessing to dispose of their waste. I 
accept that some businesses have been abusing the current service by using the Waltham Abbey 
and Chigwell recycling centres to dispose of their business waste for free at taxpayersô expense. 
However this seems a heavy-handed response and has raised concerns about fly-tipping which is 
already a problem as people who visit the forest regularly know. I have supported a challenge to 
the decision which means it should be re-examined by a committee of councillors and hope a 
reasonable compromise can be found. 
 

Bus service consultation 
The county council is proposing changes to some of the bus services it subsidises. For Theydon 
Bois residents this means the possible loss of the last 418b (Loughton ïTheydon Bois - Harlow) 
service of the day which leaves Theydon Bois at 11.06pm. The Wednesday and Friday 46D 
(Ongar ï Abridge ï Theydon Bois - Epping) service may also be withdrawn or replaced. 
 

To find out more and have your say before Wednesday 28 September please fill in the survey 
online at https://surveys.essexinsight.org.uk/BusConsultation or call 03457 430 430 or visit a 
library for a paper copy. 
 

Local plan consultation 
As you may have read elsewhere (see page 9), Epping Forest District Council will publish its 
Local Plan this Autumn. This will set out future policies for housing and other development in 
our district until 2033 and so the detail is crucial if we want to maintain what makes living in 
Theydon Bois and Epping special while meeting local needs. There will be formal consultation 
between Monday 31 October and Monday 12 December. I encourage everyone with an interest 
to respond. 
 

The local plan clearly has an impact on county council services as new development means new 
demands on school places and road and transport infrastructure. Itôs also important new 
buildings are built with the needs of a growing older population in mind. The county council will 
therefore formally respond to the local plan consultation focussing on the services for which it is 
responsible. 
 

Reporting highways problem 
A reminder that local highways problems ï of which there are plenty ï can be reported online at 

www.essexhighways.org/Report-a-problem.aspx or by phone at 0345 603 
7631. Although main roads are inspected frequently most residential side roads 
are only fully inspected once a year. Therefore the council relies on people to 
report problems between inspections. Frustratingly even then the county 
council does not set itself a target time for repairs to non-emergency defects on 
local roads, which is why some problems linger for so long. 

https://surveys.essexinsight.org.uk/BusConsultation
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             Local Plan Update - EFDC August Press Release  

Epping Forest Districtôs Local Plan ï a blueprint for our future 
 

Epping Forest District Council (EFDC) has reached the next step in our Local Plan, 
and will soon be asking for your input and feedback. With a renewed emphasis from Central 
Government on the need for every district to have an up-to-date Local Plan in place in 2017, 
EFDC has been working hard towards the next stage of the draft Local Plan. 
The draft Local Plan will outline the proposed strategy for the next 17 years to meet the 
economic and housing growth in the district, identify potential sites for development and 
regeneration and set out the proposed development management policies.  
 

Councillor John Philip, EFDCôs Cabinet member for Planning Policy commented: ñAt the heart 
of Epping Forest Districtôs draft Local Plan is your feedback. You have helped us shape the 
emerging draft plan through the Community Vision consultation in 2010, 2011 and then the 
Community Choices consultation in 2012. 
 

The consultation will be launched on 31 October 2016, subject to the draft Local Plan receiving 
full Council approval on 18 October 2016, with draft documents available on the Council 
website from 28 September 2016. There will be a number of ways to get involved in this stage 
of the draft Local Plan, access relevant information, and provide your feedback.   
 

Dates and locations are being finalised but look out for further information in a Local Plan 
Update newsletter that will be issued district wide, a new Planning Our Future website, and the 
councilôs Twitter and Facebook feeds. The new Planning Our Future website will ensure that it 
is easier and more convenient for you to provide the council with your feedback online. 
Your local representatives will be briefed about the Draft Plan and the consultation process as 
final details are secured to ensure that they are able to direct you to all of the information you 
will need to take part in the process.ò  
 

 Councillor Philip added: ñThis is your Local Plan. This is our opportunity as a community to 
ensure development in Epping Forest District takes place how and where we want it to. This 
plan is a balance between the requirement from Government to deliver the identified and 
evidenced need for economic and housing growth, but ensuring it is delivered in as sensitive, 
sustainable, and fair a way as possible across the whole district.ò 

Current Timetable: 
  

�x�� Evidence gathering & background work (Oct 2011 - Sept 2012) 

�x�� Issues & Options preparation and public consultation including initial sustainability 
appraisal    (30 July 2012 - 15 Oct 2012) 

�x�� Preparation and sustainability appraisal (Oct 2012 - May 2016) 

�x�� Draft Plan consultation (31 Oct 2016 - 12 Dec 2016) 

�x�� Preparation of Submission Plan and Sustainability Appraisal (Oct 2016 - April 2017) 

�x�� Pre-submission publication and representations on soundness (6 weeks) Regulation 

19 (June/July 2017) 

�x�� Submission to Planning Inspectorate for Examination Regulation 22 (Nov/Dec 2017) 

�x�� Examination in public (EiP) Regulation 24 (Subject to discussion with the Planning 

Inspectorate and timetabling) (Spring 2018) 

�x�� Expected adoption and publication (including policies maps) Regulation 26 (Oct 2018) 


